omitted to note that such matters could not become   CHAP.
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the subject of free discussion in a personal con- ^^^,
ference. Nor did he observe that it is not enough
to discuss matters of common concern. Sooner or
later they must be settled, and some of them
sooner than later. He failed to remark that the
most important, those affecting the issues of peace
and war, are habitually settled by the government
responsible to the people of the British Isles, and
without reference to those responsible to the people
of the Dominions.

These were the vital topics and upon all of its
them the speaker chose to be silent. Nay rather recogni-
he betrayed a certain uneasiness at the thought Condition6
that another member of the Conference was essential
threatening to raise them. His words were calcu-
lated to leave the impression that the system was
very well as it was, and that any attempt to
improve it was risky. Hence the plea, filed in
advance, that nothing should be said or done to
interfere with the responsibility of ministers to
a- parliament. His carefully chosen words showed
that to him, indeed, responsible government was
more than a phrase. Under British institutions
responsible government means that a parliament
chosen by the people can dismiss the ministers
entrusted with their interests and put others in
their place. To be operative this power of dis-
missal must rest with one body, and with one only,
whether that body is a parliament, 01% as in the
American Commonwealth, the electorate itself.
A parliament or electorate which forgoes the right
to choose its own ministers, except with the con-
currence of one or more other parliaments or